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08.15.10/ Mark 13
Opening Activity

Ask the children if they’ve ever been in time out. When they have to sit out, are they excited to finish their time so they can play again? During the minutes you’re in time out, are you watching and waiting to be free again? Are you excited not to be in time out anymore?
Discussion

In Mark 13 we see Jesus describe how His people should be as they watch and pray for His return. He says that we should watch for Him and that we should always be ready. The Bible tells us that when Jesus comes back for us, we will be excited to go!
Read Mark 13:3-6
And as he came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher, what wonderful stones and what wonderful buildings!” And Jesus said to him, “Do you see these great buildings? There will not be left here one stone upon another that will not be thrown down.” And as he sat on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter and James and John and Andrew asked him privately, “Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign when all these things are about to be accomplished?” And Jesus began to say to them, “See that no one leads you astray. Many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am he!’ and they will lead many astray.
Read and Mark 13:31-17

Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. “But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Be on guard, keep awake. For you do not know when the time will come. It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his servants in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to stay awake. Therefore stay awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or in the morning— lest he come suddenly and find you asleep. And what I say to you I say to all: Stay awake.”
Discussion

Jesus was at the temple with one of the disciples, and one of the disciples was amazed at the size and beauty of the temple walls. Jesus used this example of a building in the world to explain that things of the world don’t last—only his Kingdom lasts. Jesus told his disciples about a future time when there would be hardship and destruction in the world, but he reassured them that His peace is everlasting, and that the Holy Spirit would be our help when we need it, even when really bad things happen. Jesus knew that He would have to die for our sins, but He also knew He would come back to claim those who believe in Him someday. He told the disciples to watch and pray, and to be ready for His return. We should follow the example Jesus gave for the disciples: we should trust that the Holy Spirit will be our help, and we should watch and pray for Jesus’ return.

Question 1

Who does Jesus say will help us, and how? Let the children answer.
Jesus says the Holy Spirit is our help when we need it. In verse 11, Jesus explains to the disciples that the Holy Spirit will even tell them what to say! Jesus knew that the disciples would go before the courts, and that they would probably be confused and afraid, just like we sometimes are. Jesus promises that the Holy Spirit will be our guide when we believe in Jesus.

Question 2
Why does Jesus say that the temple building won’t last? What will last? Let the children answer.
Jesus uses the example of the temple building to show us that even the most beautiful and powerful things in this world won’t last compared to His Kingdom. Sometimes bad things happen, and we might lose a job or a house or a car. But Jesus promises that if we put our faith in Him and trust Him, we can have peace even when things happen that are hard. Jesus tells the disciples that they should focus their energy on Him because focusing on anything else only leads away from God.
Wrap Up

Jesus tells His disciples about difficult and sometimes scary times ahead. But the promise Jesus provides for us through salvation is His peace and the presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives. When we are afraid and when we don’t know what to do, the Holy Spirit is our comfort and guide when we trust Jesus. The Holy Spirit helps us while Jesus is in heaven, but Jesus will come back for us. We should watch and pray and be ready for His return by believing that He has saved us from our sins. By dying for us and coming back to life, He’s provided a way for us to always be with Him.  Pray together with your group, thanking Jesus for His love and for being the only thing we can ever put our hope in.
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